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Maine Revised Statutes

Title 19-A: DOMESTIC RELATIONS
Chapter 21: UNIFORM PREMARITAL AGREEMENT ACT

8601. SHORT TITLE

This chapter is known and may be cited as the "Uniform Premarital Agreement Act." [ 1995, c.
694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 694, §B2 (NEW. 1995, c. 694, SE2 (AFF).

8602. DEFINITIONS

Asused in this Act, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following
meanings. [ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF).]

1. Premarital agreement. "Premarital agreement” means an agreement between prospective spouses
made in contemplation of marriage and to be effective upon marriage.

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 8§82 (NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF) .]

2. Property. "Property" means an interest, present or future, legal or equitable, vested or contingent, in
real or personal property, including income and earnings.

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 (NEW; 1995 c. 694, Pt. E, §2 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 694, §B2 (NEW. 1995, c. 694, §E2 (AFF).

8603. FORMALITIES

A premarital agreement must be in writing and signed by both parties. It is enforceable without
consideration. [ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82
(AFF) . ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 694, §B2 (NEW. 1995, c. 694, §E2 (AFF).

§604. CONTENT

Parties to a premarital agreement may contract with respect to: [ 1995, c¢. 694, Pt. B, 82
(NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF).]

1. Rightsand obligations of parties. The rightsand obligations of each of the partiesin any of the
property of either or both of them whenever and wherever acquired or located;

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 (NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, §2 (AFF) .]
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2. Right to buy, sell, use property. Theright to buy, sell, use, transfer, exchange, abandon, lease,
consume, expend, assign, create a security interest in, mortgage, encumber, dispose of or otherwise manage
and control property;

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW; 1995 c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF) .]

3. Disposition of property. The disposition of property upon separation, marital dissolution, death or
the occurrence or nonoccurrence of any other event;

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 (NEW; 1995 c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF) .]

4. Spousal support. The modification or elimination of spousal support;
[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E 82 (AFF) .]

5. Making of will. The making of awill, trust or other arrangement to carry out the provisions of the
agreement;

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF) .]

6. Death benefit. The ownership rightsin and disposition of the death benefit from alife insurance
policy;

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 (NEW; 1995 c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF) .]

7. Choice of law. The choice of law governing the construction of the agreement; and
[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E 82 (AFF) .]

8. Other matter. Any other matter, including their personal rights and obligations, not in violation of
public policy or alaw imposing acriminal penalty.

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF) .]

Theright of achild to receive support may not be adversely affected by a premarital agreement.
[1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF).]

SECTI ON H STORY
1995, c. 694, 8B2 (NEW. 1995, c. 694, 8E2 (AFF).

8605. EFFECT OF MARRIAGE

A premarital agreement becomes effective upon the marriage of the parties. [ 1995, c¢. 694, Pt.
B, 82 (NEW,; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF).]

SECTI ON H STORY
1995, c. 694, 8B2 (NEW. 1995, c. 694, 8E2 (AFF).

8606. EFFECT OF CHILDREN

Except as otherwise provided in this section, an effective premarital agreement isvoid 18 months after
the parties to the agreement become parents or guardians of a minor. The premarital agreement is not void
if, within the 18-month period, the parties sign a written amendment to the agreement either stating that the
agreement remains in effect or altering the agreement. Sections 607 and 608 apply to any amendment under
thissection. [ 2015, c¢. 296, Pt. C, 87 (AMD); 2015, c. 296, Pt. D, 81 (AFF).]
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This section does not apply to premarital agreements executed on or after October 1, 1993. [ 1995,
c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW,; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 694, §B2 (NEW. 1995, c. 694, SE2 (AFF). 2015, c. 296, Pt. C
§7 (AVMD). 2015, c. 296, Pt. D, 81 (AFF).

8607. AMENDMENT; REVOCATION

After marriage, a premarital agreement may be amended or revoked only by awritten agreement signed
by the parties. The amended agreement or the revocation is enforceable without consideration. [ 1995, c.
694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 694, §B2 (NEW. 1995, c. 694, S§E2 (AFF).

8608. ENFORCEMENT

1. Not enforceable. A premarital agreement is not enforceable if the party against whom enforcement is
sought proves that:

A. That party did not execute the agreement voluntarily; or [ 1995, c¢. 694, Pt. B, 82
(NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF).]

B. The agreement was unconscionable when it was executed and, before execution of the agreement, that
party:
(1) Was not provided afair and reasonable disclosure of the property or financial obligations of the
other party;

(2) Did not voluntarily and expressly waive, in writing, any right to disclosure of the property or
financial obligations of the other party beyond the disclosure provided; and

(3) Did not have, or reasonably could not have had, an adequate knowledge of the property or
financial obligations of the other party. [ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW; 1995,
c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF).]

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW; 1995 c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF) .]

2. Support required. If aprovision of apremarital agreement modifies or eliminates spousal support
and that modification or elimination causes one party to the agreement to be eligible for support under a
program of public assistance at the time of separation or marital dissolution, a court, notwithstanding the
terms of the agreement, may require the other party to provide support to the extent necessary to avoid that
eligibility.

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 (NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, §2 (AFF) .]

3. Unconscionability. Anissue of unconscionability of a premarital agreement must be decided by the
court as a matter of law.

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 (NEW; 1995 c. 694, Pt. E, §2 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 694, 8B2 (NEW. 1995, c. 694, 8E2 (AFF).
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8609. ENFORCEMENT; VOID MARRIAGE

If amarriage is determined to be void, an agreement that would otherwise have been a premarital
agreement is enforceable only to the extent necessary to avoid an inequitableresult. [ 1995, c. 694,
Pt. B, 82 (NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 694, §B2 (NEW. 1995, c. 694, SE2 (AFF).

8610. LIMITATION OF ACTIONS

A statute of limitations applicable to an action asserting a claim for relief under a premarital agreement
istolled during the marriage of the parties to the agreement. Equitable defenses limiting the time for
enforcement, including laches and estoppel, are available to either party. [ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82
(NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 694, §B2 (NEW. 1995, c. 694, SE2 (AFF).

8611. APPLICATION AND CONSTRUCTION

This Act must be applied and construed to effectuate its general purpose to make uniform the law with
respect to the subject of this Act among states enacting it. [ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW;
1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 694, §B2 (NEW. 1995, c. 694, SE2 (AFF).
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